
n GIFTS AND DONATIONS

The Friends of the Library generously donated $70,125 in 2018-2019 to the Library for 
concerts, speakers, building improvements, 
equipment, program supplies, and more. We are so 
lucky to have such good Friends. 

The Library’s beautiful grounds just keep getting 
better. Linda’s Garden, a tribute to late librarian Linda 
Herbst, received an upgrade with new plantings 
and four beautiful urns surrounding it. A lovely rain 
garden was also planted on the northwest corner 
of the parking lot outside the Library Director’s 
office with funds donated to the Library in memory 
of former Trustee Peggy Cohen (pictured at right). 
Finally, a beautiful tricolor beech tree was planted at 
the main entrance driveway to the Library’s parking 
lot in honor of Friends volunteer and former Trustee 
Virginia Smith’s 100th birthday using funding donated 
by Virginia’s homeowner’s association.

n COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS

Youth Services librarians have left the building … in order to present story times all over 
the community! This year, special story times were held at various off-site locations including 
Cranbrook Art Institute, Johnson Nature Center, HAVEN of Oakland County, Equinox Fitness 
Center, and Bloomfield Village Women’s Club. Youth Services librarians continue to keep up a 
close relationship with Bloomfield Hills Schools as well. They met with students from East Hills 
Elementary School to discuss books selected for a book face-off challenge and opened up the 
Library to host a science fair for students of East Hills and Eastover Middle Schools.  

Adult Services librarians regularly visited the Bloomfield Township Senior Center to present 
crafts and other programs. In addition, Adult Services librarian Shayna Houghton spearheaded 
a library card discount program in collaboration with local businesses. For the second year, 
a dozen businesses offered special discounts to customers who presented their Bloomfield 
Township Public Library card during the month of September. 

n COLLECTIONS

The Adult music CD collection was reclassified to be put into alphabetic order by artist. 
Adult and Youth Services have spent many hours refining the physical collections in order 
to accommodate moving media into the respective departments to make room for the new 
Commons. CollectionHQ was purchased to help evaluate circulation patterns and other 
aspects of the collection. Much weeding was accomplished, and our collections are leaner 
and stronger than ever. Technical Services had their hands full as they supported this effort by 
processing thousands of deletions.

n HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2018/2019 FISCAL YEAR

The Library’s second 
community-wide 
photo contest came 
to a close on April 
14 with a wonderful 
reception held at the 
Library. The contest 
received more 
entries than the 2017 
contest, with a total of 
98 photos submitted 
by 56 participants of 
all ages. The theme, 
“capture the world 
through your lens,” 
resulted in many 
beautiful entries. 

Pictured at left are 
the winning photos, 
row by row, starting in 
the upper left corner. 
Youth ages 0-12: 

First Place “Michigan Sunset Bookmark” Carissa Hurnevich, Second Place “My Day at the 
Zoo” Charlie Newell, Third Place “Snack Break” Kora Nicolanti. Teen ages 13-18: First Place 
“Under the Bridge” Kosta Sergakis, 
Second Place and People’s Choice 
Winner “Lava Tree” Henry Ross, Third 
Place “Power of Twins” Kaylie Brooks. 
Adult Category: First Place “Waterfall” 
Robert Levy, Second Place “Blues for 
One” Julie Maher, Third Place “What 
If” Brett Wietecha. The Best in Show 
winner, pictured at right entitled “Post 
Rain Break Dance” by resident Robert 
Levy, has been placed alongside our 
previous year’s photo contest winner in 
the staff hallway. 

The Library’s second Read-
a-thon was held Saturday, 
September 8. Twenty-five 
volunteer readers of all ages 
read Madeline L’Engle’s A 
Wrinkle in Time in six and 
a half hours. Entire families 
were in attendance, with 
many young people reading 
and proud parents looking on.

Some parts of the Library received a much-
needed makeover in October and November 
2018. New carpeting was installed in the 
Lower Level meeting rooms and hallways, 
plus wall coverings were replaced with 
fresh paint. Lower Level restrooms and the 
Community Room hallway restrooms received 
new fixtures, tile, and lighting. How wonderful 
to refresh these heavily used areas!

n AN INTERNATIONAL NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY

The year’s celebration of diversity in our community came to a close with the signature 
event “An International Night at the Library.” Throughout the year, the Library presented 
programs featuring international music, dance, cooking, and more. The big gala “Night” 
featured the musical talents of accordionist Michael Schaeffer and the Cliff Monear Quartet, 
the visual splendor of a troupe of local belly dancers, and a fun caricaturist. A delectable array 
of international foods was provided by Two Unique Catering. More than $4,000 was raised to 
strengthen the Adult Services World Language offerings, and a great time was had by all who 
attended. Below are just a few snapshots of the event.

n INNOVATIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In September, the Library began offering eCards. This new service gives patrons an 
opportunity to take advantage of the Library’s electronic offerings without making a trip to the 
Library. More than 50 eCards were issued this year, and the program has been an unexpected 
way to promote our electronic resources. Many longtime traditional library card holders asked 
how they could sign up for an eCard, giving staff an opportunity to explain that they already are 
able to use all of these wonderful online resources with their traditional card.

A new VOIP telephone system was installed at the Library in February. This new system 
provides many upgrades and features, and replaces a system that was obsolete and 
unsupported.  

In order to comply with a new Michigan law, the Library established a trust to hold funds set 
aside for Library employee retiree health care benefits, called Other Post-Employment Benefits 
(OPEB). The Library has been fortunate enough to have all OPEBs fully funded. Through 
astute financial planning over the years, the Library Board was able to fulfill this requirement, 
even before it became a law.

n AWARDS AND 
    RECOGNITION

The Myers Scholarship was 
awarded to three recipients, 
who each received $500 
towards their continuing 
education. The recipients 
were Katherine Korey, Lauren 
Aquilina, and Charles Cusack. 

Katherine Korey, Lauren Aquilina, and Charles Cusack. Staff Development Day, May 4, 2018.
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n NEW PROGRAMS AND BIG EVENTS

Summer reading really rocked this year! Concerts, programs, crafts, and prizes encouraged 
readers of all ages to include books and reading as a part of their summer plans. Many 
of the events fit into the Library’s year-long themes of “One World, Many Stories” and an 
“International Night at the Library.” 

On February 22, the Library Board of Trustees and staff held a special legislative breakfast 
meeting for elected officials. The event set in motion new relationships with officials, resulting 
in special events such as story time with Congressman Andy Levin. Oakland County 
Commissioner Shelley Taub was inspired to recognize Jen Taggart’s efforts to serve the special 
needs community.  

The Library held a Used Equipment Sale on Saturday, June 16. The sale helped to clean 
out storage areas of old computers, servers, and a wide variety of other items, raising over 
$1,000.00 for the Library. Patrons delighted in buying inexpensive iPads, computers, and more.

Systems staff began offering an Open Lab event each month. Patrons are invited to stop in 
and ask for help with using technology. This rounds out Adult Services Drop-in Download Help 
programs, and adds an additional opportunity for patrons to improve their tech literacy.

n BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY 
    BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Sandra Edwards was appointed to the 
Library Board of Trustees in 2017, filling 
the vacancy created by the passing of 
Pam Williams. In the November Township 
general election, Sandy was elected to the 
Library Board of Trustees. 

Library Trustees are residents of Bloomfield 
Township and are elected every four years. 
The Library Board of Trustees meets 
monthly on the third Tuesday of the month, 
except April, with is on the fourth Tuesday. 
Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in the Board 
Room at the Library. 

Library Board of Trustees 2019-20 (from top left 
to right): Grant Gerhart, Joan Luksik, Judy Lindstrom, 

Eli Greenbaum, Sandra Edwards, Tom Deska.

LIBRARY HOURS:
Mon-Thurs: 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Saturday: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Sunday: Noon - 5:30 p.m.

Bloomfield Township Public Library champions 
the power of words to spark discovery and imagination.


